
City of Ventura Java Map User Manual 

Below is a diagram of the WŀǾŀ aŀǇΩǎ User Interface (UI) and the names of the UI elements: 

 
1. Zoom In/Out buttons 

2. Address Locator (Ventura addresses only) 

3. Aerial Photo Layer Visibility Controls (check the box to make the tiled layer visible) 

4. City Basemap Layer Visibility Controls (check the box to make the tiled layer visible) 

5. Optional Map Layer Visibility Controls (check the box to make the feature layer visible) 

6. Local Map Coordinates button (click on the map to see the X and Y values) 

7. Bookmarks button (choose a category, then choose a bookmark) 

8. Measurement Tools (areas, lengths, and lat/lon coordinates) 

9. APN List Controls (make a list, buffer parcels, export address/business lists) 

10. Links to Other Pages, Maps, and Sites button 

11. Link to the Java Map User Manual (this document!) 

12. Map Source Credits 

13. Map Scale Indicator 

Please note: Items 3 - 7, 9 and 10 share a common, multi-purpose panel, immediately beneath 

the toolbar shown here.  Clicking on any one of these seven buttons will temporarily enable the 

multi-purpose panel and display the UI specific to that tool or function.  Closing the multi-

purpose panel removes it from the display.  Choose a tool from the toolbar to bring it back. 

Native Map UI: In addition to the items listed above, you can also control the map with the mouse 

cursor and mouse wheel.  The mouse wheel acts as a zoom in/out controller.  The mouse cursor has two 

functions.  First, a click-drag-release action will pan the map to show a new map extent without 

changing the map scale.  Second, a single click on certain features on the map may result in creation of a 

pop-up information balloon with information about the item clicked upon. 



Map Layers: There are three kinds of map layers used in the Java Map: City Basemap Layers, Aerial 

Photo Layers, and Optional Map Layers.  Each group has its own panel for visibility control (items 3, 4, 

and 5 in the diagram at the top of the first page of this document).  Every tiled map layer and every 

feature layer includes the following items in its row of the UI:  

 

1. Visibilty Checkbox ς Checked means the layer is visible, unchecked means the layer is not visible 

2. Layer Name/Label 

3. Four Layer Opacity buttons ς ǎŜǘǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀȅŜǊΩǎ ƻǇŀŎƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŀ percentage (35%, 60%, 80%, or 100%) 

4. Layer Information button ς displays layer details, a link to REST, and applicable Search Options 

 

City Basemap Layers: The panel for these layers is made visible by clicking the first of three layer 

visibility control icons in the tool tray.  Except for the last three items listed in this panel, each layer 

represents a tiled map service, whose content has been pre-rendered as a series of tiles grouped by 

Level of Detail (LOD).  There are 11 LOD with map scales ranging from 1:153600 (12,800 feet per inch) 

down to 1:150 (12.5 feet per inch).  The last three items on this list turn ON or OFF (default is ON) 

special purpose Feature Layers used to get additional information about Parcels and Addresses or to 

outline selected parcels.  These functions are described in greater detail later in this document. 

 

Aerial Photo Layers: The panel for these layers is made visible by clicking the second of three layer 

visibility control icons in the tool tray.  Like the City Basemap Layers, these layers are all tiled map 

services, but it is rare for the tiles to have been generated for the their closest LOD.  As a result, these 

layers typically stop rendering at the 1:300 (25 feet per inch) LOD or even the 1:600 LOD (50 feet per 

inch).  The panel includes the same three checkboxes as are at the end of the City Basemap Layers list. 

 

Optional Map Layers: Unlike city basemaps and aerial photos, these are Feature Layers, each based on a 

single GIS layer, and when visible each has a pop-up information balloon that appears when you click on 

the feature on the map.  The UI row for each Optional Map Layer ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ŀ ōǳǘǘƻƴ ǘƻ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀȅŜǊΩǎ 

attribute table in a new tab using the Java Grid page.  Clicking on the Name/Label of one of these layers 

has the same effect as clicking the Layer Information button, replacing the contents of the panel with 

some information about the layer, a REST link, and any applicable search options.  Closing the layer 

information display will revert the contents of the panel back to the Optional Map Layer Visibility 

display.  As soon as at least one of the Optional Map Layers has been switched ON, the Optional Map 

Layer Legends panel (described below) appears on the map, just below the Address Locator UI. 



The following diagram illustrates how to navigate the multi-purpose panel for Optional Map Layers: 
 

 
Optional Map Layer Legends: The contents of this panel are limited to the map legends for Optional 

Map Layers that have their visibility set to ON (i.e., the visibility checkbox is checked).  9ŀŎƘ ƭŀȅŜǊΩǎ 

ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŎƻƭƭŀǇǎŜŘ ƻǊ ŜȄǇŀƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ŎƭƛŎƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƳŀƭƭ άƳƛƴǳǎέ ƻǊ άǇƭǳǎέ ōƻȄ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŀȅŜǊΩǎ 

name and ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ǇŀƴŜƭ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŎƻƭƭŀǇǎŜŘ ƻǊ ŜȄǇŀƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ŎƭƛŎƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ άƳƛƴǳǎέ ƻǊ άǇƭǳǎέ ōƻȄ 

at the top of the panel.  Many layers use a different map symbol to display the feature depending on an 

attribute value of the features.  For example, Business Licenses use a different symbol based on the 

Status.  !ƭǎƻΣ Ƴƻǎǘ ƭŀȅŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƎǊƛŘ ōǳǘǘƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀȅŜǊΩǎ ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘŀōƭŜΣ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŦƛƭǘŜǊ 

applied that corresponds to the map symbol, which opens in a new tab in the web browser. 
 

 



Optional Map Layer Filters: Most of the Optional Map Layers with Search Options use the Java Grid 

page to show the results of the search as attribute table with a custom filter applied.  Some layers, like 

the Business Licenses, also have the option to apply the user-specified search expression directly to the 

map layer as a Filter.  While a filter is in use, only those records that match the search criteria will 

appear on the map for that map layer.  When the filter is removed, the map layer goes back to showing 

all its records.  There are some visual cues in the UI when a filter is in use for a layer.  First, the grid icon 

in both the Optional Map Layer Visibility Controls panel and in the Optional Map Legends panel changes 

from the normal black-and-white icon to one that is tinted orange.  If clicked upon, the orange grid icons 

will open the Java Grid page in a new tab while applying the current filter to that grid view.  Second, a 

new row appears in the Optional Map Legends panel, the Map Layer Information panel, and in the 

individual Search Options ǇŀƴŜƭǎΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƴŜǿ Ǌƻǿ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ŀƴ ά·έ ōƻȄ ŦƻǊ ŎƭŜŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭǘŜǊ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŀ 

ǊŜŀŘƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŦƛƭǘŜǊ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴΦ  /ƭƛŎƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ά·έ ōƻȄ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ 

filter and return the map layer to its original, default settings.  The diagram below illustrates how to 

navigate the UI to apply a filter, the visual cues described above, and how to clear a filter, once set. 

 

 


